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Curriculum Vitae 
 
Sivan, Abigail Benton (Sher) 
Tax ID # 36-4428402 
 
Date and Place of Birth:   November 7, 1943, San Diego, CA. 
 
Office Address: 200 S. Michigan Avenue 
   Suite 710 
                                    Chicago, IL.  60604 
 
Telephone:  (312) 212-9500 
 
Facsimile:  (847) 212-9501 
 
Civil Status: Married, four children 
 
Education and Degrees:    

  A.B.  -     Oberlin College, 1965 

  M.A.  -     New York University, 1967, 

          Educational Psychology 

  Ph.D.  -    New York University, 1972, 

                                Educational Psychology (educational research) 

  Postdoctoral courses - Michigan State University, Clinical Psychology 

  Internship:    VA Medical Center, Iowa City, Iowa 1982-1983 

Current Appointments: 

 Private Practice, Wilmette, IL 
 January, 2001-October, 2003, Chicago, IL; October, 2003-present 

Department of Psychiatry and Behavioral Sciences, Evanston Hospital 
 Medical staff, 1999-present 

Department of Psychiatry, Northwestern University Medical School 
  Associate Professor, June 1, 1999-present 

 Cavanaugh and Associates, Chicago, Illinois 
  Consultant, 1989-1991, 1999-2000; Associate, 1991-1998, 2001-present 

 Isaac Ray Forensic Group, LLC, Chicago, Illinois 
  Consultant, 2002-present 

           Michigan Avenue Neuropsychologists, Chicago, Illinois 
                        Consultant, 2005-present 
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Experience: 

 College of Nursing, Rush University, Chicago, IL 

 Co-investigator, NINR Grant: Measuring Behavior Problems in Young Children of 
Color (CAPRS- Child and Parent Resources Survey), October 2002-January 
2006 

 Department of Psychiatry, Evanston Northwestern Healthcare Medical Group 

Pediatric Neuropsychologist, (Jerry J. Sweet, chief neuropsychology) 1999-2000 

American Psychological Association, Washington, D.C. 

 Member, Ethics Committee, 1999-2001, ECTF 2000-2001 

Riverside Publishing, Itasca, Illinois 

  Member, Clinical Advisory Board, Stanford Binet Intelligence Scale, 5th Edition 

1998-2001 

Section of Child Psychiatry, Department of Psychiatry, Rush-Presbyterian-St. Luke's 
Medical Center, Chicago, Illinois (Elva Poznanski, chief) 1988-1998 

Child Psychologist, Assistant Professor of Psychiatry and of Psy-
chology and Social Sciences 

 Educational Development Center, Inc., Newton, MA February-April, 1997 

Consultant, Interim Evaluation of Trauma and Humanitarian Assistance Program 
in the Former Yugoslavia, HPRT & USAID 

Commission of Experts, United Nations Commission on War Crimes in the former Yugo-
slavia, Spring 1994 

  Consultant 

 H.E.L.P. (Human Effective Living Programs, Inc), Chicago, Illinois, 1992-1994 

  Consultant 

Rainbow House, Battered Women's Shelter, Chicago, Illinois, 1988-89 

  Consultant, Children's Programs 

Child Development Clinic, Division of Developmental Disabilities, Department of Pediat-
rics, University of Iowa Hospitals and Clinics (Dennis Harper, supervisor) 1983-1987 

Clinical Psychologist, member of multidisciplinary team to evaluate learning dis-
abled, abused and metabolically disabled children 

Psychology Service, VA Medical Center, Iowa City, Iowa, 1985-1987 

Consultant 

Psychology Service, VA Medical Center, Iowa City (Nils R. Varney, supervisor) 1982-
1983 

Project Director, Validation of non-verbal aphasia tests in populations of normal 
and special children 
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Brain and Behavior Research Unit, Hadassah University Hospital, Jerusalem, Israel, 
1979-1981 (Amiram Carmon, director) 

Research Associate, Dyslexia Research Project 

Department of Family Medicine, Tel Aviv University, 1977-1980 (Max Pollack, director) 

Visiting Associate Professor, Coordinator of Pre-Clinical Behavioral Science 
Education 

Child Development Center, Kibbutz Child and Family Clinic, Tel Aviv, Israel, 1975-1981 
(Mordecai Kaffman, director)   

Developmental psychologist (staff), 1975-1979; Coordinator of Child Develop-
ment Center, 1979-1981. 

Rehabilitation Division, Israel Ministry of Defense, 1975-1976 (Yehuda Ben-Yishay, di-
rector) 

Research Associate, Project to rehabilitate brain-injured soldiers 

Aba Khoushy Medical School, The Technion, Haifa, Israel 1975-1977 

Visiting Associate Professor 

Office of Medical Education Research and Development, Michigan State University, 
1971-1975 (Arthur Elstein, director) 

Assistant Professor, 1971-1974; Associate Professor, Coordinator of programs 
for Human Development, 1974-1975; on leave 1975-1977. 

Department of Social Sciences, Polytechnic Institute of Brooklyn, 1970-1971 

Assistant Professor of Psychology 

Conceptually Oriented Program in Elementary School Science, New York University, 
1969-1970 

Evaluation Coordinator 

Department of Psychology, Manhattan College, Summer, 1969 

Instructor 

School of Education, Harvard University, 1969 (Courtney B. Cazden, director) 

Consultant--a survey and analysis of language intervention programs for pre-
school children 

 Department of Teacher Education, Wheelock College, 1968-1969 

Instructor 

Project to Advance Creativity in Education, NYC Board of Education, 1968 

Consultant, Umbrella #3, Component 14, development of a pilot parent-child pre-
school learning project 

Research Center, Yeshiva University, 1967-1968 (Edmund W. Gordon, director) 

Researcher-developing a technique for classroom observation of Head Start Classes 
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Department of Educational Psychology, New York University, 1967-1971 

Teaching Assistant--measurement and evaluation, research design and method-
ology, psychometric methods, social psychology 

Institute for Developmental Studies, New York University, 1964-1968 (Martin Deutsch, 
director) 

Assistant Teacher, Research Assistant, Assistant Research Scientist, Consultant 
to NICCHD grant:  Child Rearing and Cognitive Styles of Lower Class Negro 
Children 

 

Licenses/Certifications: 

  Iowa State Board of Psychology Examiners #431 
  Health Service Provider Certification #HSP-92 (Iowa) 
  Israel Ministry of Health, #635 
  Illinois Registration #071003700 
  National Register of Health Service Providers in Psychology  

 
Memberships:   
  American Orthopsychiatric Association 
  American Professional Society on the Abuse of Children 
  American Psychological Association (12,35,40) 
  Illinois Psychological Association 
  International Neuropsychological Society 
  International Society for Prevention of Child Abuse and Neglect 
  Midwest Neuropsychology Group 
  National Academy of Neuropsychology 

Society of the Sigma Xi 

 
Awards:      

Social Science Research Council Training Grant for workshop "Language, Society and 
the Child". University of California, Berkeley, Summer, 1968 

B.R. Ackerman Award - Special Contribution to Educational Research, New York Uni-
versity, 1971 

Visiting Professor, Israeli Center for Psychobiology and Department of Medical Educa-
tion, Hadassah University Medical Center, 1972 

Robert Chin Award- Distinguished Contribution to Social Issues, SPPSI, Division 9, 
American Psychological Association, 1995 
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Publications: 

P.R. Merrifield and A.B. Sher (Sivan) Children's Ability Tests (adaptations of Guilford's 
Structure of Intellect Battery).  Sheridan Publishing Company, Beverly Hills, CA. 
1970. 

A.B. Sher (Sivan) and K.W. Adams.  Peer Instruction:  A Case Study (Office Paper No. 
1973-4, Office of Medical Education, Research and Development, Michigan State 
University) East Lansing, 1973. 

A.B. Sher (Sivan).  Use of Media in Medical Education: A Recent Retrospective in J.W. 
Brown (ed.)  Educational Media Yearbook:  1974, New York:  R. R. Bowker and Co., 
1974. 

A.B. Sher (Sivan).  Interaction Studies in University Education:  A Search for TTI's in a 
Medical School. Commissioned by the ERIC Clearinghouse on Information Re-
sources, Stanford University, 1974. 

A.B. Sher (Sivan).  Peer Instruction in Medical Education in S.E. Goodman (ed.)  Handbook 
on Contemporary Education, New York:  R.R. Bowker and Co., 1975. 

A.B. Sher (Sivan).  Factor-defined abilities in patients with unilateral brain lesions.  Journal 
of Consulting and Clinical Psychology, 1975, 43(1), 101. 

A. Carmon and A.B. Sher (Sivan).  Neuropsychology in Israel.  The INS Bulletin, April, 
1978. 

M. Kaffman, N. Bar-Sinai and A. Sivan-Sher. MBD Children: variability in developmental 
patterns of growth inhibitory effects of stimulants?  Israel Annals of Psychiatry, 
1979, 17(1), 58-66. 

M. Kaffman, E. Elitzur, and A.B. Sivan-Sher.  Personal choices of kibbutz children in simu-
lated situations of distress and joy.  International Journal of Family Therapy, 1980, 
2(1), 57-71. 

M. Kaffman, A.B. Sivan-Sher, and C. Carel.  Obstetric history of kibbutz children with mini-
mal brain dysfunction.  Israel Journal of Psychiatry and Related Sciences, 1981, 
18(1), 69-84. 

A.L. Benton and A.B. Sivan.  Problems and conceptual issues in neuropsychological re-
search in aging and dementia.  Journal of Clinical Neuropsychology, 1984, 6(1), 57-
63. 

A.B. Sivan.  Helping children cope with public dangers. Proceedings of the Governor's Con-
ference "Children in Jeopardy", November, 1984. 

N.R. Varney and A.B. Sivan.  Color association performances of dyslexic and normal chil-
dren.  Journal of Clinical and Experimental Neuropsychology, 1985, 7, 314-316. 

N.R. Varney and A.B. Sivan.  Pantomine recognition in normal and dyslexic children.  De-
velopmental Neuropsychology 1985, 1, 49-52. 

A.B. Sivan.  Child advocacy.  The Iowa Psychologist, Spring, 1985, 16-25. 

A.B. Sivan.  Independence and family stress.  Brainstorming, 1985, 2, 4-5. 

N.R. Varney and A.B. Sivan.  Visual-Spatial Disabilities in T. Ignagnoli, G. Goldstein and C. 
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Golden (eds.) Clinical Applications of Neuropsychological Test Batteries, New York: 
Plenum Press, 1986. 

A.B. Sivan, J.D. Bayless and N.R. Varney.  Ideogram reading in normal and dyslexic chil-
dren, Cortex, 1986, 22, 487-490. 

A.B. Sivan and A. Carmon.  Information processing in good and poor readers.  Develop-
mental Neuropsychology, 1986, 2(1), 41-50. 

A.B. Sivan.  Measures of general intellectual development in M.L. Wolraich (ed.) The Prac-
tical Assessment and Management of Children with Disorders of Development and 
Learning, Chicago:  Yearbook Medical Press, 1987. 

P.G. Levin and A.B. Sivan (eds.)  Iowa Directory of Treatment Programs for Victims of Sex-
ual Abuse, Iowa City:  Iowa University Affiliated Facility, 1987. 

A.B. Sivan.  Some thoughts on the similarities between child sexual abuse and sexual in-
discretions in the practice of psychology.  Professional Practice of Psychology,  
(July, 1987), 8(2), 63-69. 

R.C. Alexander and A.B. Sivan.  Discussion of "Pseudo-abuse - the misdiagnosis of child 
abuse (letter). Journal of Forensic Sciences, 1988, 33(1). 

A.B. Sivan, D.P. Schor, G.K. Koeppl, and L.D. Noble. Interaction of normal children with 
anatomical dolls. Child Abuse and Neglect, 1988, 12, 295-304. 

A.B. Sivan and M. Quigley-Rick.  The Guardian ad Litem in Iowa:  Role and function.  Final 
Report to the Iowa Lawyers Trust Account Commission, Supreme Court of the State 
of Iowa, July, 1988. 

D.P. Schor and A.B. Sivan.  Interpreting children's labels for sex-related body parts of anat-
omic dolls, Child Abuse and Neglect, l989, 13, 523-531. 

R.L. Schum, A.B. Sivan, and A.L. Benton.  Multilingual Aphasia Examination:  Norms for 
Children.  The Clinical Neuropsychologist, 1989, 3(4), 375-383. 

A.B. Sivan and K.S. Stilwell.  Child sexual abuse: a review of the issues in M.L. Wolraich 
and D.K. Routh (Eds.) Advances in Developmental and Behavioral Pediatrics, Vol-
ume IX, London: Jessica Langley Publication, 1990, 199-224. 

A.B. Sivan (ed). Child abuse, sexual assault, and domestic violence: Guidelines for treat-
ment in emergency and primary medical settings.  Chicago: Metropolitan Chicago 
Healthcare Council, November, 1990. 

A.B. Sivan and M. Quigley-Rick.  Effective representation of children by the Guardian ad 
litem: An empirical investigation. Bulletin of the American Academy of Psychiatry 
and the Law, 1991, 19(1), 53-61. 

A.B. Sivan. Preschool child development: Implications for investigating child abuse allega-
tions. Child Abuse and Neglect, 1991, 15, 485-493. 

A.B. Sivan.  Benton Visual Retention Test (5th Edition). San Antonio, TX: The Psychologi-
cal Corporation, 1992. 

A.L. Benton and A.B. Sivan.  Cognitive disabilities, diagnosis in B. Smith and G. Adelman 
(Eds.) Neuroscience Year 2, Boston: Birkhauser, 1992, 39-41. 
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A.L. Benton and A.B. Sivan.  Neurological examination: Double simultaneous stimulation in 
B. Smith and G. Adelman (Eds.) Neuroscience Year 2, Boston: Birkhauser, 1992, 
115-116. 

A.B. Sivan. Psychometric testing in D.E. Greydanus and M.L. Wolraich (Eds.) Behavioral 
Pediatrics, New York: Springer, 1992, 69-80. 

A.L. Benton and A.B. Sivan.  Disturbances of the body schema in K. Heilman and E. Valen-
stein (Eds.) Clinical Neuropsychology(third edition), New York: Oxford University 
Press, 1993, 123-140. 

A.L. Benton, A.B. Sivan, K. deS. Hamsher, N.R. Varney, and O. Spreen. Contributions to 
Neuropsychological Assessment (second edition). New York: Oxford University 
Press, 1994.  

G.P. Koocher, G.S. Goodman, S. White, W.N. Friedrich, A.B. Sivan, and C.R. Reynolds. 
Psychological science and the use of anatomically detailed dolls in child sexual 
abuse assessments, Psychological Bulletin, 1995, 188(2), 199-222. 

G.J. Rey and A.B. Sivan.  Las Pruebas de Benton Para el Diagnostico Neuropsicologico 
(Manual Clinico), Iowa City: AJA Associates, 1995 

A.B. Sivan and A.L. Benton.  Neurological examination: Double simultaneous stimulation in 
B. Smith and G. Adelman (Eds.) Neuroscience Year 2 (2nd Edition). Boston: Birk-
hauser, 1996. 

A.B. Sivan and A.L. Benton.  Cognitive disabilities, Diagnosis in B. Smith and G. Adelman 
(Eds.) Neuroscience Year 2 (2nd Edition), Boston: Birkhauser, 1996. 

A.B. Sivan and A.L. Benton.  Body schema disturbance in J.G. Beaumont, P.M. Kenealy, 
and M.J.C. Rogers (Eds.) Blackwell Dictionary of Neuropsychology, London: Black-
well Publishers, 1996. 

A.B. Sivan and O. Spreen. Der Benton-Test. Bern: Verlag Hans Huber, 1996 

C.W. Fontana and A.B. Sivan. Commonly used measures of infant and child development 
in M.L. Wolraich (Ed.) Disorders of Development and Learning. St. Louis: Mosby, 
1996. 

A.B. Sivan, G.A. Fitchett, and L.A. Burton.  Hospitalized psychiatric and medical patients 
and the clergy.  Journal of Religion and Health, 1996, 35(1), 11-19. 

A.B. Sivan. Test Pamieci Wzrokowej Bentona. Warszawa: Pracownia Testow Psychologic-
znych, 1996. 

G.P. Koocher, G.S. Goodman, S. White, W.N. Friedrich, A.B. Sivan, and C.R. Reynolds. 
Psychological science and the use of anatomically detailed dolls in child sexual 
abuse assessments in M.E. Hertzig and E.A. Farber (Eds.) Annual Progress in Child 
Psychiatry and Child Development, New York: Bruner/Mazel, 1996, 367-425.  

R.L. Schum and A.B. Sivan. Verbal abilities in healthy elderly adults.  Applied Neuropsy-
chology, 1997, 4(2), 130-134. 

G.A. Fitchett, L.A. Burton, and A.B. Sivan. The religious needs and resources of psychiatric 
in-patients.  Journal of Nervous and Mental Disease, 1997, 185(5), 320-326. 

A.B. Sivan, L. Koch, C. Baier, and M. Adiga. Refugee youth at risk: a quest for rational pol-
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icy. Children’s Services: Social Policy, Research & Practice, 1999, 2(3), 139-158+ 

A.B. Sivan. Afterword in S.S. Bush and M.L. Drexler (Eds.) Ethical Issues in Clinical Neuro-
psychology, Netherlands: Swets & Zeitlinger Publishers, 2002. 

A.B. Sivan, S. K. Sondell, & C. W. Fontana. Commonly used measures of infant and child 
development in M. Wolraich (Ed.) Disorders of Development and Learning, 3rd Edi-
tion, St. Louis: B.C. Decker Books, 2003. 

A.B. Sivan and A.L. Benton. Neurological examination: double simultaneous stimulation in 
G. Adelman and B.H. Smith (Eds.) Encyclopedia of Neuroscience, 3rd Edition, New 
York: Elsevier Science, 2004. 

A.B. Sivan. Cognitive disabilities, Diagnosis in G. Adelman and B.H. Smith (Eds.) Encyclo-
pedia of Neuroscience, 3rd Edition, New York: Elsevier Science, 2004. 

A.B. Sivan. Ethical issues in neuropsychological test construction in S.S. Bush (ed.) A 
Casebook of Ethical Challenges in Neuropsychology, London: Psychology Press, 
Taylor & Francis, 2005. 

D.A. Gross, L. Fogg, M. Young, A. Ridge, J. Cowell, R. Richardson, & A.B. Sivan.  The 
equivalence of the Child Behavior Checklist/1 ½ -5 across parent race/ethnicity, in-
come level and language.  Psychological Assessment, 2006, 18(3) 313-323. 

D.A. Gross, L. Fogg, M. Young, A. Ridge, J. Cowell, A.B. Sivan and R. Richardson. 
Reliability and Validity of the Eyberg Child Behavior Inventory With African-
American and Latino Parents of Young Children, Research in Nursing and Health, 
2007, 30, 213-223. 

A.L. Benton and A.B. Sivan. Clinical Neuropsychology: A Brief History. Disease-a-Month, 
2007, 53 (3), 142-147. 

A.B. Sivan, A. Ridge, D.A. Gross, R. Richardson and J. Cowell.  Analysis of Two Measures 
of Child Behavior Problems by African-American, Latino, and Non-Hispanic Cauca-
sian Parents of Young Children: A Focus Group Study, Journal of Pediatric Nursing, 
in press. 

 
References:  

Available upon request. 


